THE  PILGRIMAGE  OF   GRACE

northern county, where the resentment at the changes was just
as deeply felt. By October 14 nearly the whole of Yorkshire
was up in defence of the old order, and more particularly
in defence of the monasteries. The oath administered to all
who joined this * pilgrimage of grace for the commonwealth ',
bound them to * the maintenance of God's faith and Church
militant, preservation of the king's person, and purifying the,
nobility of all villein's blood and evil counsellors, to the restitu-
tion of Christ's Church, and the suppression of heretics'
opinions '.

The Yorkshire rising was not only on a much larger scale,
but was rendered more formidable than that of Lincolnshire by
the fact that it acquired at the outset a real leader. Swept into
the movement partly by chance, Robert Aske, Yorkshire land-
owner and London lawyer, possessed qualities both of the good
soldier and of the shrewd man of affairs; and by October 19
he had already achieved an important strategic triumph, having
gained for the side of the rebels the venerable Lord Darcy, the
one hope of the royal party in the north. With Darcy went
the rest of the nobility and gentry who had taken refuge with
him in Pomfret Castle, but were persuaded by Aske's mingling
of eloquence and intimidation to throw in their lot with the
commons, with whose complaints most of them genuinely
sympathized. York, Pomfret and Hull were quickly in Aske's
hands, and by the twenty-fourth he had a force of some thirty-
five thousand men ready to oppose the King's forces who were
occupying Doncaster.

The two letters from Henry that follow introduce us to
the royal commanders. Suffolk, having dealt with the Lincoln-
shire trouble, was ready to go north. The Earl of Shrewsbury,
who had raised the Derbyshire levies as soon as the first outbreak
began, was encamped at Nottingham, awaiting orders. The
Marquis of Exeter, Henry's own cousin, and the Earls of
Rutland and Huntingdon, were all in the field, and in Don-
caster was the Duke of Norfolk, son of the victor of Flodden.
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